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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 1st Semester Examination, 2020  

CC1-ENGLISH 

ENGLISH LANGUAGE: OVERVIEW AND USAGE; LITERARY TYPES 

ASSIGNMENT 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 
Candidates should answer in their own words and adhere to the word limit as practicable. 

1. Answer any one of the following (700-750 words each) 20×1 = 20 

(a) Give a brief account of the origin, extent and character of the Scandinavian 
influence on the English language. 

 

(b) Bring out the main characteristics of the English language that may strike a 
foreigner. 

 

(c) Briefly describe, with examples, the Latin influence on English language.  

   

2. Answer any one of the following 20×1 = 20 

(a) Identify, define and explain the figures of speech in the following sentences: 

i.  No tear could melt his stony heart. 

ii. Yet oft a sigh prevails, and sorrows fall. 

iii. The prisoner was bound in iron. 

iv. Beware the fury of a patient man. 

v. He delighted in the friendly act of insulting me.  

4×5 = 20 

(b) Scan the following, name the prevailing metre, and indicate variations, if any: 

i.  The lights begin to twinkle from the rocks; 

 The long day wanes. The slow moon climbs: the deep 

 Moans round with many voices. Come, my friends,  

 ‘Tis not too late to seek a newer world. 

 Push off, and sitting well in order smite  

ii.  Why so pale and wan, fond Lover? 

 Prithee why so pale? 

 Will, when looking well can’t move her, 
 Looking ill prevail? 

 Prithee why so pale? 

10+10 = 20 
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3. Answer any one of  the following (700-750 words each) 20×1 = 20 

(a) Compare and contrast the comedy of manners and the comedy of humours.  

(b) Discuss Aristotle’s notion of tragedy and its components.  

(c) Write a short essay on the origin and development of sonnet as a form of lyric.  

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 1st Semester Examination, 2020 

CC2-ENGLISH 

EUROPEAN CLASSICAL LITERATURE 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

ASSIGNMENT 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 
 

 Answer any three of the following questions (700-750 words) 20×3 = 60 

1. Briefly explain Sophoclean irony and its contribution to tragic drama with 

reference to Oedipus the King. 

 

   

2. Assess Clytemnestra‟s contribution to the tragic atmosphere of Aeschylus‟s 
Agamemnon. 

 

   

3. How far does Aeschylus‟s Agamemnon exhibit the salient features of chorus in 

Greek drama? 

 

   

4. “The tragedy of Oedipus lies in his knowledge of the guilt rather than the guilt 
itself”. Do you agree? Give reasons for your answer. 

 

   

5. Explore „guilt and sin‟ as major theme in Aeschylus‟s Agamemnon.  

   

6. Critically examine the character of Creon in Oedipus the King.  

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 1st Semester Examination, 2020 

GE1-ENGLISH 

SELECTIONS FROM INDIAN LITERATURE 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

ASSIGNMENT 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 
 

1. Answer any one of the following (700-750 words) 20×1 = 20 

(a) Examine Tagore‟s handling of symbols and imagery in his poetry with special 
reference to „The Golden Boat‟. 

 

(b) Explain the significance of the title of Kamala Das‟s poem, „An Introduction‟.  

   

2. Answer any one of the following (700-750 words) 20×1 = 20 

(a) What message does Mulk Raj Anand convey through the different roles that 

Munoo plays in Coolie? 

 

(b) Evaluate Mulk Raj Anand‟s Coolie as a postcolonial text.  

   

3. Answer any one of the following (700-750 words) 20×1 = 20 

(a) “Nagamandala questions the patriarchal moral codes. It is, therefore, a feminist 

play”. Do you agree? Argue your answer. 
 

(b) Critically examine Karnad‟s treatment of love in Nagamandala.  

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 2nd Semester Examination, 2022  

CC3-ENGLISH 

INDIAN CLASSICAL LITERATURE AND INDIAN WRITING IN ENGLISH 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two of the following questions: 15×2 = 30 

(a) Evaluate Kalidasa’s use of classical Indian aesthetics in Abhijnana 

Shakuntalam. 

 

 OR  

(b) Discuss the role of Dushyanta in Kalidasa’s Abhijnana Shakuntalam.  

(c) Critically comment on the character and role of Vasantasena in 

Mrichchhakatika. 

 

 OR  

(d) How does Sudraka’s Mrichchhakatika depict the society of the time?  

(e) Consider R. K. Narayan’s Swami and Friends as a critique of the colonial 

education system. 

 

 OR  

(f) How far does the plot of Swami and Friends revolve around Swaminathan? 

Discuss. 

 

(g) Is In Custody a partition novel? Elaborate.  

 OR  

(h) Do you agree with the view that through Nur’s character Desai has depicted the 
sinking scenario of Urdu literary culture? Discuss. 

 

   

2. Answer any two questions from the following: 15×2 = 30 

(a) The poem An Introduction carves a distinct sense of self for the writer who 

wishes to create her own space. Elucidate. 

 

 OR  

(b) Consider Kamala Das as a confessional poet with reference to the poems on 

your syllabus. 

 

(c) Attempt a critical appreciation of The Night of the Scorpion.  
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 OR  

(d) The title of the poem Enterprise denotes an effort to live life meaningfully. 

Discuss. 

 

(e) Male insensitivity is targeted in the story The Intrusion. Do you agree? 

Elaborate. 

 

 OR  

(f) Critically comment on the symbolism and imagery in The Intrusion.  

(g) Examine Two Lady Rams as an excellent commentary on the position of 

women in the society. 

 

 OR  

(h) Discuss Two Lady Rams as a satire.  

 ——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 2nd Semester Examination, 2022  

CC4-ENGLISH 

BRITISH LITERATURE: OLD ENGLISH PERIOD TO 14TH CENTURY 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two questions from the following: 15×2 = 30 

(a) Provide a critical description of Old English religious poetry.  

(b) “The heroic idiom is the main, and perhaps the only, marker of quality in Old 
English poetry”— Do you agree? Give reasons. 

 

(c) Attempt a brief survey of Middle English Alliterative poetry.  

(d) How did Alfred and Aelfric contribute to the development of Old English 

prose? 

 

(e) Give an account of the rise of drama in Medieval England.  

   

2. Answer any two questions from the following: 15×2 = 30 

(a) Analyse the character and role of Grendel in Beowulf.  

(b) Critically examine the major symbols in Beowulf.  

(c) Is Beowulf an epic? Give a well reasoned answer.  

(d) Would you consider the Wife of Bath a rebel? Argue your answer.  

(e) Bring out the elements of realism in the „General Prologue‟ to The Canterbury 

Tales. 

 

(f) What is the theme and purpose of the „General Prologue‟ to The Canterbury 

Tales? 

 

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 2nd Semester Examination, 2022  

GE1-P2-ENGLISH 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two questions from the following: 15×2 = 30 

(a) Attempt a critical appreciation of Shakespeare’s Sonnet no. 18. (“Shall I 
compare thee to a summer’s day?”) 

 

(b) What role does nature play in the Shakespearean sonnets that are prescribed in 

your syllabus? 

 

(c) Write an essay on Wordsworth’s portrayal of Lucy in the Lucy poems.  

(d) How is the motif of death represented in Wordsworth’s Lucy poems?  

(e) Attempt a critical appreciation of W.H. Auden’s “The Unknown Citizen”.  

(f) Comment on the use of irony in “The Unknown Citizen”.  

   

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 15×1 = 15 

(a) Analyse the character of Oliver Bacon.  

(b) Comment on the relationship between the duchess and the jeweller in Woolf’s 
short story. 

 

(c) Justify the appropriateness of the title of “Shooting an Elephant”.  

(d) Consider “Shooting an Elephant” as a critique of imperialism.  

   

3. Answer any one of the following questions: 15×1 = 15 

(a) Discuss Macbeth as a tragic hero.    

(b) Assess the importance of the supernatural in Macbeth.  

(c) Bring out the dramatic significance of the Trap scene in Twelfth Night.  

(d) Write an essay on the theme of love in Shakespeare’s Twelfth Night.  

 ——×——  
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 3rd Semester Examination, 2021  

CC5-ENGLISH 

AMERICAN LITERATURE 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two of the following questions:  10×2 = 20

(a) Examine the relationship between Catherine Barkley and Frederic Henry in 

A Farewell to Arms. 

(b) Critically examine The Glass Menagerie as a memory play with regards to its 

form and content. 

(c) Analyse Hemingway’s portrayal of war in A Farewell to Arms. 

(d) Examine the portrayal of the character of Laura in Tennessee William’s The 

Glass Menagerie. 

  

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10

(a) Assess ‘The Purloined Letter’ as a detective story. 

 OR 

(b) Comment on the different methods used by the Parisian police and Dupin in 

their attempts to recover the Purloined letter. 

(c) Critically analyze the autobiographical elements in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The 

Crack-Up. 

 OR 

(d) Analyse the different stages of the Crack-Up as enumerated by Fitzgerald. 

(e) Critically comment on the symbolic elements in Dry September. 

 OR 

(f) Analyse Faulkner’s characterization of Minnie Cooper in Dry September. 

  

3. Answer any two of the following questions: 10×2 = 20

(a) Analyse Bradstreet’s attempt to establish her identity as a poet in The Prologue. 

 OR 

(b) Describe the major themes in The Prologue. 
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(c) Critically examine ‘O Captain! My Captain!’ as an elegy. 

 OR 

(d) What social injustices does Whitman describe in I Sit and Look Out? 

(e) Comment on the conflict as depicted in the poem The Road Not Taken. 

 OR 

(f) Critically examine Frost’s imagery in describing the setting of Stopping by 

Woods on a Snowy Evening 

  

4. Answer any two of the following questions: 5×2 = 10

(a) ‘I sit and look out upon all the sorrows of the world, and upon all oppression 

and shame”— Explain the given line with reference to the context. 

(b) “My obscure lines shall not dim their worth”— What is Bradstreet talking about 

in this line? 

(c) “My little horse must think it queer”— What does the horse think queer and 

how does he react? 

(d) “O Captain! My Captain! Our fearful trip is done”. Who is addressed as 

captain? What is the meaning of ‘fearful trip’? 

(e) “And this to mend, alas, no Art is able, 

‘Cause Nature made it so irreparable”– 

Who do you think Bradstreet refers to by “it”?  What do you think “it” is 

irreparable? 

(f) Describe the two roads that the poet finds in ‘The Road Not Taken’. 

 

——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 3rd Semester Examination, 2021  

CC6-ENGLISH 

BRITISH POETRY AND DRAMA: 14
TH

 TO 17
TH

 CENTURY 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two of the following questions: 10×2 = 20 

(a) Discuss how far Shakespeare has unlocked his heart in the sonnets you have 

read. 

 

 OR  

(b) Critically appreciate Shakespeare‘s Sonnet no. 65.  

(c) Assess Donne as a metaphysical poet with reference to the poems on your 

syllabus. 

 

 OR  

(d) Attempt a critical appreciation of ‗A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning‘.  

(e) Comment on the imagery in Spenser‘s sonnets with reference to the poems on 
your syllabus. 

 

 OR  

(f) Comment on the theme and structure of ‗Like as a Huntsman‘.  

   

2. Answer any two of the following questions: 5×2 = 10 

(a) ―Where can we find two better hemispheres / Without sharp north, without 

declining west?‖— Explain the conceit in the above lines. 

 

(b) ―And to this false plague are they now transferred‖— What is the ‗false plague‘ 
referred to here? 

 

(c) ―O! none unless this miracle have might‖– What is the miracle referred to here?  

(d) Why is the warrior called ‗sweet‘ in Spenser‘s sonnet no. LVII?  

(e) ―She‘s all states, all princes, I‖— Explain with reference to the context.  

(f) What is the ‗Strange thing‘ that the hunter feels in ‗Like as a Huntsman‘?  
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3. Answer any two of the following questions: 10×2 = 20 

(a) Trace the degeneration of Macbeth from hero to villain in Macbeth.  

 OR  

(b) Analyze the significance of the Banquet Scene in Shakespeare‘s Macbeth.  

(c) Consider Twelfth Night as a comedy of disguise and mistaken identity.  

 OR  

(d) Comment on Shakespeare‘s treatment of Malvolio in Twelfth Night.  

(e) Bring out the Renaissance elements in Marlowe‘s Edward II.  

 OR  

(f) What role does Gaveston play in Marlowe‘s Edward II?  

   

4. Answer any two of the following questions: 5×2 = 10 

(a) ―My men like satyrs grazing on the lawns, 

Shall with their goat-feet dance the antic hay‖— Who are the ‗men‘? Why are 
they compared to satyrs? 

 

(b) ―Two kings in England cannot reign at once‖— Who are the two kings? What 
prompts the speaker to say this? 

 

(c) ―Dost thou think because thou art virtuous! There shall be no more cakes and 

ale? What prompts the speaker to say this? Bring out the speaker‘s attitude to life 
as reflected in this speech. 

 

(d) ―If music be the food of love, play on.‖ Who says this and why?  

(e) ―..All the perfumes of Arabia will not sweeten this little hand‖— Who says this? 

Is there any irony in it? 

 

(f) ―It is a tale / Told by an idiot‖— Who is the speaker? Explain with reference to 

the context. 

 

 

——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 3rd Semester Examination, 2021  

CC7-ENGLISH 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

 

1. Answer the following questions : 10×2 = 20 

(a) Comment on Milton‟s description of Hell as found in the First Book of Paradise 

Lost. 

 

 OR  

(b) Comment on Milton‟s use of the grand style in Paradise Lost.  

(c) Comment on the features that make The Rape of the Lock a successful mock-

heroic poem. 

 

 OR  

(d) Comment on Pope‟s use of the supernatural machinery in The Rape of the Lock.  

   

2. Answer any two questions from the following: 5×2 = 10 

(a) Give a brief account of Milton‟s use of the epic convention of the invocation in 
Paradise Lost. 

 

(b) “Better to reign in Hell, than serve in Heaven.”— Annotate and briefly comment 

on the mental state of the speaker. 

 

(c) Briefly comment on how Milton uses the Leviathan simile to describe the 

immense physical dimensions of Satan. 

 

(d) Briefly comment on Clarissa‟s speech in Canto V of The Rape of the Lock.  

(e) Bring out the mock-heroic undertones of Pope‟s description of Belinda at her 
dressing table in Canto I of The Rape of the Lock. 

 

(f) How does Pope describe the „Conquering force of unresisted steel‟ at the end of 

Canto III of The Rape of the Lock? 

 

   

3. Answer the following questions : 10×2 = 20 

(a) Would you consider, The Rivals to be an anti-sentimental comedy? Support your 

answer. 

 

 OR  

(b) Critically comment on the role and character of Mrs. Malaprop in The Rivals.  
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(c) Critically examine The Duchess of Malfi as a revenge tragedy.  

 OR  

(d) Sketch the character of Bosola in The Duchess of Malfi.  

   

4. Answer any two questions from the following: 5×2 = 10 

(a) “Obligation! — Why, a water-spaniel would have done as much.” Who says this 
and in what context? What light does the speech throw on the speaker‟s 
character? 

 

(b) “Since she has discovered her own frailty she is become more suspicious of 
mine.”— Contextualise the given quotation and briefly describe the frailties 

referred to here. 

 

(c) Describe the contents of the letter that Mrs. Malaprop gives Absolute to read.  

(d) “I am the Duchess of Malfi still.” Give the contextual meaning of the given 
statement and comment on the speaker‟s frame of mind. 

 

(e) Write a short note on the importance of Act V in The Duchess of Malfi.  

(f) Briefly comment on the role of Ferdinand in The Duchess of Malfi.  

 

——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 4th Semester Examination, 2022 

CC8-ENGLISH 

BRITISH LITERATURE: 18
TH

 CENTURY 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

 Answer any four questions from the following  15×4 = 60 

1. Examine the features of the Comedy of Manners found in The Way of the 

World. 

 

   

2. Mirabell is the ideal Restoration beau, a combination of the cynical and the 

gracious. Do you agree? Elaborate. 

 

   

3. Critically comment on the title of Congreve’s Way of the World.  

   

4. Why has Robinson Crusoe been called at once realistic and allegorical?  

   

5. Critically examine Robinson Crusoe as a colonial narrative.  

   

6. Comment on Gray’s treatment of nature in “Elegy Written in a Country 
Churchyard”. 

 

   

7. Comment on the didactic elements in Gray’s “Elegy Written in a Country 

Churchyard”. 
 

   

8. Do you find the title of Gray’s “Elegy Written in a Country Churchyard” 
appropriate? Discuss. 

 

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 4th Semester Examination, 2022  

CC9-ENGLISH 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any three of the following questions: 15×3 = 45 

(a) Examine Blake’s use of imagery in “The Tyger”.  

(b) Would you call Wordsworth’s “Tintern Abbey” a thesis poem? Elaborate.   

(c) Trace the evolution of thought in “Ode to a Nightingale”.  

(d) How does Shelley describe the dual role of the West Wind as “Destroyer and 

Preserver”? 

 

(e) Assess “Kubla Khan” as a dream allegory.  

(f) Critically appreciate Byron’s “On the Castle of Chillon”.  

(g) Analyse the elements of romanticism in Keats’s “Ode to Autumn”.  

(h) Consider Shelley’s “Ozymandias” as a critique of tyranny.  

   

2. Answer any one of the following: 15×1 = 15 

(a) What elements of science fiction do you find in Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein? 

Elaborate. 

 

(b) Comment on the character and role of Elizabeth in Frankenstein.  

(c) Analyse the narrative technique used by Mary Shelley in her gothic novel, 

Frankenstein. 

 

 ——×——  
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 4th Semester Examination, 2022 

CC10-ENGLISH 

BRITISH LITERATURE: 19
TH

 CENTURY 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two of the following questions:  15×2 = 30 

(a) Trace the evolution of the character of Mr. Darcy in Pride and Prejudice.  

(b) Critically examine the issues of gender as reflected in Austen’s Pride and 

Prejudice. 

 

(c) Comment on the role of Lucie Manette in A Tale of Two Cities.  

(d) Bring out the significance of the title of Dickens’s A Tale of Two Cities.  

   

2. Answer any two of the following questions: 15×2 = 30 

(a) Examine Tennyson’s “Lady of Shalott” as an allegory.  

(b) “Tennyson’s Ulysses represents the eternal spirit of man.” Elucidate.  

(c) Analyse the Duke’s character in Browning’s “My Last Duchess”.  

(d) Critically evaluate “The Last Ride Together” by Browning as a love poem.  

 
——×—— 
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UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 

B.A. Honours/Programme 3rd Semester Examination, 2021  

SEC1-P1-ENGLISH  

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

 The question paper contains PAPER-I and PAPER-II. 

The candidates are required to answer any one from two Papers.  

Candidates should mention it clearly on the Answer Book. 

 

 PAPER-I  

 TEXT COMPREHENSION AND EDITING  

1. Read the passage carefully and answer the following questions: 2×8 = 16 

 Environmental Democracy Index (EDI) is a powerful tool that works in the wake 

of critical moments in environment and sustainability in the current scenario. In a 

world where environmental issues are becoming matters of concern, 

implementation of good governance and environmental rights are found to be 

essential. This will not just help the government but also give the ordinary 

citizens opportunity to enjoy the advocacy for more rights concerning 

environment. The Index comes with a common objective to understand the state 

of environmental democracy for all countries of the world. It also forms the 

structure for empowering the laws and promoting the public participation and 

involvement in environmental issues. 

Environmental Democracy is the concept of providing environmental information 

available to the public. It expects of the government a simple decree that allows 

the citizens to be a meaningful part of the environmental decision-making 

process. This access to information, participation and justice for decisions about 

the environment in an amalgamated form accounts to the Environmental 

Democracy Index (EDI). 

EDI aims to provide the citizens the right to: 

 Access information freely on problems and quality of environment. 

 Participate in decision-making which should be meaningful and realistic. 

 Pursue enforcement of the environmental laws or seek compensation for 

harm while signing the 1992 Rio Declaration on Environment and 

Development, the governments of 175 nations recognized these rights as 

part of the Principle 10 of the pact. The minimum standards and obligated 

parties to the convention required for implementation of these rights are 

defined by the Aarhus Convention. It provides a compliance mechanism 

which the citizens of the countries that are parties to convention can get 
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access to Central to responsive and effective environmental governance, 

these rights need to be systematically measured. 

 EDI stands unique in its structure and contributions. It has a broad scope 

 and valuable gravity for expediting the comparison amongst nations and 

 analyzing their legal frameworks systematically as well. 

(a) What is the full form of E.D.I.?  

(b) What common objective does the Index come with?  

(c) What is the concept of Environmental Democracy?  

(d) What does Environmental Democracy expect of the government?  

(e) Mention any one aim of E.D.I.  

(f) When was the Rio Declaration signed?  

(g) How many nations signed the Rio Declaration?  

(h) What makes E.D.I. unique?  

   

2. Read the following poem carefully and answer the following questions: 2×8 = 16 

 I wish I lived in a caravan 

With a horse to drive, like a pedlar-man! 

Where he comes from nobody knows, 

Or where he goes to, but on he goes. 

 

His caravan has windows two, 

And a chimney of tin that the smoke comes through, 

He has a wife, and a baby brown, 

And they go riding from town to town. 

 

Chairs to mend, and delft to sell! 

He clashes the basins like a bell; 

Tea-trays, baskets ranged in order, 

Plates, with the alphabet round the border. 

 

(a) What does the poet wish for?  

(b) What does nobody know?  

(c) How many windows does his caravan have?  

(d) Where does the smoke come through?  

(e) How many members are there in his family?  

(f) How do they go from town to town?  

(g) What does the speaker wish to sell?  

(h) How does the speaker clash the basins?  
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3. Read the following paragraph carefully and attempt a summary of it: 10×1 = 10 

 It is much better to give hope strength and courage than money. The best help is 

not to bear the troubles of others for them, but to inspire them with courage and 

energy to bear their own burdens for themselves, and meet the difficulties of life 

bravely. So we must be careful not to destroy independence in our anxiety to 

relieve distress. There is always the danger lest whatever is done for men should 

make them more dependent instead of independent. It is important, therefore, not 

so much to give a man bread, as to put him in the way of earning it for himself. 

 

   

4. Answer any one of the following questions: 6×1 = 6 

(a) Distinguish between copy editing and proof reading.  

(b) Write a brief note on academic editing.  

(c) How does style sheet writing relate to proof reading?  

   

5. Apply any six proof-reading symbols to the paragraph below in reference to the 

correct version of it. 

2×6 = 12 

 after th is enncounter however, the English noticed that one their of silver cups 

had gone missing and they attribuuted its disappearance to The Aquascogoc. 

Correct Version: 

After this encounter, however, the English noticed that one of their silver cups 

had gone missing, and they attributed its disappearance to the Aquascogoc. 

 

   

 PAPER-II  

 CREATIVE WRITING  

1. Answer any four of the following questions:  10×4 = 40 

(a) Discipline is as necessary as imagination in creative writing. — Discuss.  

(b) What do you understand by the ‘creative’ in creative writing? Elucidate with 
examples from everyday life. 

 

(c) Can the art of creative writing be taught? Give reasons for your answer.  

(d) What are the major components in the creative process?  

(e) What role does ‘setting’ play in a short story?  

(f) Would you consider diary writing as a mode of creative writing? Give reasons for 

your answer. 

 

(g) Discuss the main features of media writing.  

(h) Explain the importance of editing in making a book ready for publishing.  
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2. Answer any four of the following questions:  5×4 = 20 

(a) Write a short note on technology-enhanced creativity.  

(b) What do you mean by creative writing?  

(c) What qualities are essential for a successful non-fictional creative writing?  

(d) Briefly comment on the effective mode of composing a song.  

(e) How is writing for the radio different from writing for the television?  

(f) Compose an advertisement on women empowerment.  

(g) What is the role of a literary agent?  

(h) How can social media be an avenue for fostering self creativity?  

 
——×—— 
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Candidates should mention it clearly on the Answer Book. 

 

 GROUP-A 

BUSINESS COMMUNICATION 

 

 Answer any four of the following questions  15×4 = 60 

1. What is communication? Discuss the role of technology in Business 

Communication. 

 

   

2. What are the barriers to effective listening that can interfere with the 

communication process?  How can one develop good listening skills? 

 

   

3. How can the library be used as a research tool for doing research?  

   

4. Briefly discuss the importance and different methods of citation in Business 

Communication. 

 

   

5. As the director of a company, write a progress report on a continuing project 

specifying the following points: 

 nature of the project 

 details of the work completed  

 details of the work currently in progress and the expected completion date 

 anticipated problems and solutions. 

 

   

6. Write a report as a sales manager of a company informing the management about 

the feedback on a recently launched product. 

 

   

7. As Accounting Department manager, write an annual report of your company for 

the last financial year. 
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8. What is an annual business report? What are the important elements of a good 

annual report?   

 

   

9. Define minutes of a meeting. What should the minutes of a meeting include?  

   

10. Write the minutes of a meeting of the directors of an insurance company with the 

following agenda: 

 discussion on new insurance policy 

 measures for marketing 

 opening a new branch office   

 staff recruitment. 

 

   

 GROUP-B 

 TECHNICAL WRITING 

 

 Answer any four of the following questions  15×4 = 60 

1. What do you understand by language? How is language different from other 

forms of communication? 

 

   

2. What are the distinctive features of speech?  

   

3. What are the differences between descriptive and expository style of writing?   

   

4. What are the different ways in which non-verbal communication is used widely 

and effectively?  

 

   

5. You have to write an article on the “Increase in Domestic Violence during the 

Pandemic 2020”. What will be the introduction and thesis statement? 

 

   

6. Write a report for an English newspaper on the celebration of communal harmony 

week in your college.  

 

   

7. Write an application for the position of an Assistant Manager in a company that 

has advertised for the same in an English newspaper recently.  

 

   

8. As the cultural secretary of your college, write a notice on the organising of 

College Annual Day.  

 

 

——×—— 
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1. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10 

(a) Sylvia Plath‟s poems are personal and yet socio-political in nature — Do you agree? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

 

 OR  

(b) Attempt a critical appreciation of “Lady Lazarus”.  

(c) Would you consider “I cannot live with you” as a love poem? Argue your answer.  

 OR  

(d) Bring out the salient features of Dickinson‟s poetry with reference to the poems on 
your syllabus. 

 

(e) Comment on the appropriateness of the title of Eunice de Souza‟s “Bequest”.  

 OR  

(f) Consider Eunice de Souza as a confessional poet with reference to the poems on your 

syllabus. 

 

   

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10 

(a) Critically comment on Walker‟s depiction of Celie‟s struggle to find love and 

self-esteem despite harsh setbacks in The Color Purple. 

 

(b) Elaborate Walker‟s notion of „womanism‟ with reference to The Color Purple.  

   

3. Answer any four of the following questions: 5×4 = 20 

(a) Why does Celie feel young at the end of the novel, The Color Purple?  

(b) What is the central idea of Sylvia Plath‟s “Daddy”?  

(c) Why does The Color Purple open with “Dear God”?  

(d) Comment on Sylvia Plath‟s use of the Holocaust as a metaphor in “Lady Lazarus”.  

(e) How does Dickinson portray the plight of an unmarried woman in “I‟m “wife”- I‟ve 
finished that”? 
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(f) Why does Eunice de Souza advise women to keep cats?  

(g) What is the significance of Dickinson‟s reference to „Jesus‟ in “I cannot live with 
you”? 

 

(h) “bequeath the heart, like a spare kidney— / preferably to an enemy”. — Explain with 

reference to the context. 

 

   

4. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10 

(a) Discuss the character and role of Dopdi Mehjen in Mahasweta Devi‟s “Draupadi”.  

 OR  

(b) Assess “Draupadi” as a representation of the subaltern Indian society.  

(c) How does Katherine Mansfield portray Bertha Young in the story, “Bliss”?  

 OR  

(d) Would you consider “Bliss” as a story of nonconformist relationship? Argue your 

answer. 

 

(e) Bring out the Gothic elements in Charlotte Perkins Gilman‟s “The Yellow 
Wallpaper”.  

 

 OR  

(f) Critically consider “The Yellow Wallpaper” as an account of a woman‟s resistance 
against the male domination. 

 

   

5. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10 

(a) How does religion get connected with woman‟s urge for literacy in Amar Jibon?  

 OR  

(b) Why would you consider Rasasundari Devi‟s Amar Jibon to be a seminal text in the 

history of women‟s writing in India? Elaborate. 
 

(c) Bring out Ramabai Ranade‟s journey towards authentic selfhood as depicted in “A 
Testimony of our Inexhaustible Treasures”. 

 

 OR  

(d) Evaluate Ramabai Ranade‟s critique of religion and patriarchy in “A Testimony of 
our Inexhaustible Treasures”. 

 

(e) Consider critically Mary Wollstonecraft‟s contribution to the development of 
feminism with reference to the chapters of A Vindication of the Rights of Woman 

prescribed for you. 

 

 OR  

(f) Why does Wollstonecraft quarrel with Rousseau in A Vindication of the Rights of 

Woman? 

 

 
——×—— 

 

 



UG/CBCS/B.A./Hons./5th Sem./English/ENGCC12/2021 

5050 1  Turn Over 

 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 5th Semester Examination, 2021  

CC12-ENGLISH 

BRITISH LITERATURE: THE EARLY 20TH CENTURY 

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

1. Answer any two of the following questions: 10×2 = 20 

(a) Examine the mother-son relationship in Sons and Lovers.  

 OR  

(b) Consider Sons and Lovers as a modern novel.  

(c) Examine the role played by Septimus Smith in Mrs. Dalloway.  

 OR  

(d) Consider Mrs. Dalloway as a stream-of-consciousness novel.  

(e) Comment on the role of Kurtz in the  Heart of Darkness.  

 OR  

(f) Analyse the narrative technique used in Conrad’s  Heart of Darkness.  

   

2. Answer any one of the following questions: 10×1 = 10 

(a) Would you consider Arms and the Man as an anti-romantic comedy? Discuss.  

(b) Trace the evolution of the character of Raina in Arms and the Man.  

   

3. Answer any two of the following questions: 10×2 = 20 

(a) “Sailing to Byzantium” is a poem on old age, death and regeneration. — Elaborate.  

(b) Attempt a critical appreciation of “Leda and the Swan” by W.B. Yeats.  

(c) Evaluate Eliot’s “Marina” as a memory poem.  

(d) How is “The Hollow Men” a commentary on contemporary life?  

   

4. Answer any two of the following questions: 5×2 = 10 

(a) Comment on the central idea of “The Second Coming”.  

(b) “That is no country for old men” — Explain with reference to the context.  

(c) Why does Prufrock refer to Hamlet in “The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock”?  

(d) Comment on the wood thrush image in “Marina”.  

(e) “It is not the weapon of a gentleman.”— What prompts the speaker to say so?  

(f) “What use are cartridges in battle?” — What does the speaker carry instead and why?  

   

 ——×——  
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 GROUP-A  

 LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM  

 Answer any four of the following questions 15×4 = 60 

1. What are the characteristics of postmodern writing? Answer with special 

reference to English literature. 

 

   

2. Write a short note on the major postmodern thinkers.  

   

3. Discuss the defining features of modernism.  

   

4. Elaborate on the high modernist poets in English.  

   

5. Provide a feminist reading of a text you have recently read.  

   

6. Discuss the various kinds of feminisms.  

   

7. Write a short essay on Postcolonial Indian English literature.  

   

8. Postcolonialism deals with the various issues related to cultural inequalities. 

Discuss. 

 

   

 GROUP-B  

 ESSAYS IN LITERARY THEORY AND CRITICISM  

 Answer any four of the following questions 15×4 = 60 

1. Explain Benjamin‟s concept of „aura‟ and his views related to authenticity as 
expressed in “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”. 
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2. How, according to Stephen Spender, does the „contemporary‟ differ from the 
„modern‟? 

 

   

3. Why does Lyotard refer to Kant and Nietzsche while discussing the postmodern 

art in “Answering the Question: What is Postmodern”? 

 

   

4. How does Fredric Jameson deploy pastiche as a representation of postmodernism 

in “Postmodernism and Consumer Society”? 

 

   

5. How does Said expose the method by which the West has not only socially 

structured and produced the Orient but also controlled and managed it through a 

hegemony of power relations? 

 

   

6. Discuss Elaine Showalter‟s observations on the „Literary History and the Canon‟ 
in “Twenty Years on: „A Literature of Their Own‟ Revisited”. 

 

   

7. Critically comment to Heckman‟s ideas, expressed in the article, “Feminism”, on 
the historical development of the feminist movement as well as its various 

modifications. 

 

   

8. What, according to Aijaz Ahmed, are the main areas that require institutional 

intervention so that „Indian Literature‟ as a category may be adequately 

theorized? 

 

 

——×—— 
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 GROUP-C  

 POPULAR LITERATURE  

1. Answer any four of the following questions: 10×4 = 40 

(a) Discuss the character and role of Otto Frank in The Diary of a Young Girl.  

(b) Assess Anne Frank’s The Diary of Young Girl as a specimen of Holocaust 

literature. 

 

(c) Discuss the Pyramids Episode and bring out its significance in The Alchemist.  

(d) Critically consider The Alchemist as a novel of quest.  

(e) How does I. B. Rai provide a chronicle of Darjeeling of the 1950s in There’s a 

Carnival Today? 

 

(f) Do you find Jonathan Livingston Seagull an inspirational fable? Give reasons 

for your answer. 

 

   

2. Answer any four of the following questions: 5×4 = 20 

(a) How did Anne succeed in bringing about a change in Mr. Keesing’s attitude 
towards her? 

 

(b) How did Anne’s family manage to escape to the ‘Secret Annexe’?  

(c) How significant is the epilogue to The Alchemist?  

(d) How does Santiago’s experience as a shepherd help him throughout his 

journey to Egypt? 

 

(e) Briefly comment on the relationship between Janak and Yamuna.  

(f) Why does Jonathan Livingston Seagull come back to his flock?  

(g) What does Jonathan learn from Sullivan?  

(h) What are the tea workers protesting for in There’s a Carnival Today?  
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GROUP-D 

 

 LITERATURE OF THE INDIAN DIASPORA  

1. Answer any four of the following questions: 10×4 = 40 

(a) How does Jhumpa Lahiri deal with the issues related to identity and cultural 

conflicts in The Namesake? 

 

(b) Critically comment on Jhumpa Lahiri’s portrayal of the women in  
The Namesake. 

 

(c) Assess Meera Syal’s Anita and Me as a specimen of Diaspora literature.  

(d) Examine the appropriateness of the title of The Book of Secrets.  

(e) Would you consider Rohinton Mistry’s A Fine Balance as a political novel? 

Give reasons for your answer. 

 

(f) Discuss the character and role of Maneck Kohlah in A Fine Balance.  

   

2. Answer any four of the following questions: 5×4 = 20 

(a) Why couldn’t Pipa remain happy with Mariamu?  

(b) Comment on the relevance of Fernandes-Gregory friendship.  

(c) What happened to Narayan and his family after he had rebelled against Thakur 

Dharamsi? 

 

(d) Briefly comment on the symbolic use of quilt in A Fine Balance.  

(e) Briefly comment on Gogol-Maxine relationship.  

(f) What are Ashoke’s thoughts as he waits in the hospital for Gogol’s birth?  

(g) Briefly describe the incident that made Meena think of distancing herself from 

Anita. 

 

(h) How did Meena initially come to know about Tracey being sexually abused?  

 
——×—— 
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 Answer any four questions from the following  15×4 = 60 

1. Assess Ibsen’s Ghosts as a domestic drama.  

   

2. Examine the significance of the role, played by Mrs. Alving in Ibsen’s Ghosts.  

   

3. Critically comment on Ibsen’s treatment of trauma in Ghosts.  

   

4. Consider Ionesco’s Rhinoceros as a critique of the bourgeoisie.  

   

5. How apt is the title of Ionesco’s Rhinoceros? Discuss.  

   

6. Would you agree with the view that Berenger represents Everyman, caught in the 

struggle of life? Give a well reasoned answer. 

 

   

7. Consider The Good Woman of Setzuan as a specimen of Epic Theatre.  

   

8. Is Shui Ta an alter ego of Shen Te? Argue your answer.  

   
 

——×—— 
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 Answer any four questions from the following  15×4 = 60 

1. Examine Things Fall Apart as a postcolonial novel.  

   

2. Critically comment on Achebe’s depiction of man-woman relationship in “Things 

Fall Apart”. 

 

   

3. Bring out the significance of the title of “The Girl Who Can”.  

   

4. Critically examine Aidoo’s perspective on female solidarity in “The Girl Who Can”.  

   

5. Evaluate Pablo Neruda’s “Tonight I can Write” as a love poem.  

   

6. How does Neruda depict the post civil war scenario of Spain in “The way Spain 

was”? 

 

   

7. Why does Dikeledi feel no regret about killing her husband in “The Collector of 
Treasures”? 

 

   

8. Discuss the character of Paul as a foil to Garesego.  

   

9. Assess Mamang Dai as a poet of India’s Northeast with reference to “Small Towns 

and the River”. 
 

   

10. Critically appreciate “The Voice of the Mountain”.  

 
——×—— 

 

 



UG/CBCS/B.A./Hons./6th Sem./English/ENGDSE3/2022 

6042 1  Turn Over 

 
UNIVERSITY OF NORTH BENGAL 
B.A. Honours 6th Semester Examination, 2022 

DSE-P3-ENGLISH  

Time Allotted: 2 Hours Full Marks: 60 

The figures in the margin indicate full marks. 

 The question paper contains GROUP-E and GROUP-F. 

The candidates are required to answer any one from two Groups.  

Candidates should clearly mention the Group on the Answer Booklet. 

 

 GROUP-E  

 INDIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS: POEMS AND STORIES  

 Answer any four of the following questions  15×4 = 60 

1. Bring out the salient features of Tagore as a modern poet with reference to the 

poems on your syllabus. 

 

   

2. Assess Tagore’s “Arrival” as a philosophical poem.  

   

3. What elements of nostalgia do you find in “I Shall Return to this Bengal”?  

   

4. Examine Jibanananda Das as a poet of nature with reference to the poems on 

your syllabus. 

 

   

5. How does Sarat Chandra Chattopadhyay vividly depict the lives of drought 

affected people of rural Bengal in “Mahesh”? 

 

   

6. Comment on the appropriateness of the title of “The Shroud”.   

   

7. Discuss the character and role of Gafur in “Mahesh”.   

   

8. How does “The Shroud” by Premchand throw light on the issue of gender 
inequality? 
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GROUP-F 

 

 INDIAN LITERATURE IN ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS: PLAYS  

 Answer any four of the following questions  15×4 = 60 

1. The central theme of Hayavadana revolves round the idea of incompleteness. Do 

you agree? Argue your answer.  

 

   

2. Discuss the character and role of Padmini in Girish Karnad’s Hayavadana.  

   

3. Critically consider the dramatic techniques used in Karnad’s Hayavadana.  

   

4. Justify the appropriateness of the title of Hayavadana.  

   

5. Assess Nandini as a political rebel in Mother of 1084.  

   

6. Consider Mahasweta Devi’s Mother of 1084 as a dramatic chronicle of the 

1970s. 

 

   

7. Is the ending of Mother of 1084 a thematic necessity? Argue your answer.  

   

8. Examine the significance of the role played by Somu’s mother in Mother of 

1084. 

 

 

——×—— 
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 GROUP-G  

 PARTITION LITERATURE  

 Answer any four of the following questions (700-750 words) 15×4 = 60 

1. Analyse the narrative technique of Bhisham Sahni’s Tamas.  

   

2. How does Sahni’s major concern over the issue of communalism get revealed 

through Tamas? 

 

   

3. Examine Train to Pakistan as a Partition novel.  

   

4. Critically consider Khushwant Singh’s use of symbols in Train to Pakistan.  

   

5. Discuss the character and role of Lenny in Ice-Candy Man.  

   

6. Bring out the significance of the title of Ice-Candy Man.  

   

7. Analyse the representation of women in Train to Pakistan.  

   

8. Comment on Sidhwa’s presentation of Gandhi and Jinnah in Ice-Candy Man.  
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GROUP-H 

 

 SCIENCE FICTION AND DETECTIVE LITERATURE  

 Answer any four of the following questions 15×4 = 60 

1. Consider Satyajit Ray’s “Professor Shonku and the UFO” as a specimen of 
science fiction. 

 

   

2. Professor Shonku is a globetrotting scientist and an eccentric genius. Do you 

agree? Argue your answer. 

 

   

3. How does The Hound of the Baskervilles combine gothic horror with detective 

fiction? 

 

   

4. Do you think Dr. Watson is a reliable narrator? Elaborate.  

   

5. Examine the major symbols in The Hound of the Baskervilles.  

   

6. Can Inspector Ghote Goes by Train be considered as a classic whodunit  

novel? Discuss. 

 

   

7. Do you think that Inspector Ghote subverts the figure of the detective? Give 

reasons for your answer. 

 

   

8. Critically comment on the plot of Inspector Ghote Goes by Train.  

 
——×—— 

 

 


















































































































































































